
Holiday Issue 2022

page 1

T
h
e 

A
rr
ow

h
ea

d

Hanging with your Holiday Hound or 

Christmas kitty over break? Send a 

selfFie to the @nharrowhead Instagram for 
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 For as long as I could remember, adults all around me were telling me, “Don’t 
grow up,” “Getting old sucks,” and, my personal favorite, “What I would give to be your 
age again!” The only things on my mind at this point were: A. Who am I going to invite 
to “lunch with the teacher” on Friday? and B. How am I going to break it to my mom that 
there is a spelling test tomorrow and I haven’t studied?
 While they weren’t wrong in telling me “not to grow up,” I would get annoyed 
pretty fast. Adults never understood the middle school struggles of only being allowed 
to work with one partner when you have two best friends in the class that will definitely 
choose each other over you. Adults never seemed to understand the absolute devastation 
of losing a 100 day Snapchat streak, or even worse, when someone removed you as a 
friend on Houseparty.
 Okay, Sam, we get it, you still have some issues to iron out from your middle 

school days- what’s your point? The point I’m getting at is high 
school is nothing more than a relative episode of some cheesy 
Disney show. Maybe you’re struggling in your 10th grade math 
class, or maybe you’re doing so well people keep asking for 
your work. Whatever is going on that feels like the end of the 
world, I promise it’s not. 
 When we’re all grown and sitting by a fire with our grandkids, 
telling stories from our youth, we won’t remember these trage-
dies of that boy ghosting you or your best friend removing you 
from her private story. We’re going to remember all those times 
where we were laughing so hard SPRITE came out our noses 
and those times we were singing Queen songs at the tops of our 
lungs. Those are the moments highschool is all about. 

 Currently there are only two things on my mind. 1: The fact that I am unbeliev-
ably excited to be going to college in less than a year and 2: The fact that I am absolutely 
terrified of college; that is less than a year away.
 I feel the reason I am having such conflicting thoughts is because everything 
for me, right now *as I’m writing this* is perfect. For example, I just had probably the 
best day I’ve had in a long long time. I spent the afternoon with my three closest friends, 
laughing so hard our stomachs hurt. I have a job that dare I say, I enjoy? I don’t dread 
going to work anymore, and I even hang out with my coworkers outside of work. What 
kind of sick person would say that?
 With that being said, my biggest goal right now is to live in the moment. Like 
this is my last Christmas as a child?… Woah, I can’t believe I just typed that. But on a real 
note, this is all we have left: we have to live in the “now” while we have it. 
 Yours truly, 
 Samantha Smith

Truly Seizing the Season
By Samantha Smith

Letter From the Editor:

Follow us!
@    nharrowhead

www.nharrowhead.com
@    NHTVStream
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       If you haven’t figured it out by now, I am 
an easily influenced person. So naturally, 
when my TikTok “For You” page was filled 
with IPSY unboxings, I just needed to try it.
       According to IPSY’s website, IPSY is “a 
monthly subscription service which pro-
vides subscribers with a makeup bag of five 
cosmetics samples. The products include 
skincare items, perfumes, nail and skin prod-
ucts, and makeup products based upon users’ 
preferences.” 
       My first order of business was to down-
load the IPSY app. Once downloaded, I was 
prompted to fill out a quick questionnaire. 
They call it the “Beauty Quiz.” The questions 

  Most of us have already heard the 
song “Be Alright,” which skyrocketed to 
popularity in 2018. Songwriter and musician 
Dean Lewis has certainly become one of my 
favorite artists to listen to since I came across 
him. Lewis’ first debut single “Waves” is what 
brought him into the music scene in 2016. It 
instantly rose to the top 20 hits in his home 
country, Australia. He followed with the 
singles “Need You Now,” “Lose My Mind,” and 
“Chemicals” from his six song debut EP Same 
Kind of Different.

 Lewis’ popularity primarily stayed 
within Australia and European countries. 
After its release, “Be Alright” instantly became 
a number one top hit in Australia. It also 
reached the top five in New Zealand and 
Sweden and the top 40 in the United King-
dom, Ireland, and six other countries. It even 
held #29 on the Billboard Hot 100 for awhile. 
His debut album, A Place We Knew, was 

Glam or Goodbye?
they asked ranged from skin tone, to how 
comfortable you are using makeup, all the 
way to what scents you preferred. The more 
thought and time you put into it, the better 
results and products you’ll get. 
       The subscription I chose to go with was 
“Glam Bag Monthly” for $13 (and $1.99 
shipping+handling.) A new bag with 5 mini/ 
travel size products comes once a month. 
The products I’ve received have been a wide 
range. I’ve received multiple mascaras, eye 
liners, eye shadow pallets, and even a few 
lipsticks (which I LOVE). The best product 
I’ve received was a 1 oz. bottle of the NENA 
clay mask. On Amazon, a 3.5 oz. bottle will 
run you $17.99, so the 1 oz. bottle coming 
in my $13 package with four other items 

was such a steal, not to mention, the mask 
worked wonders.
       Overall, I would have to say, if you’re 
into makeup at all, or even want to grow 
your makeup collection, IPSY is a great 
subscription. Nothing beats the feeling of 
getting a package filled with all your favor-
ites every month! 

Loving The Hardest Love
By Gabby Sole immediately on the Australian music charts. 

My personal favorites of the album are “Half a 
Man,” “7 Minutes,” and “Hold of Me.”
 Lewis is beginning to make a name 
for himself globally, but specifically within the 
US. He has appeared on Ellen, Jimmy Kim-
mel Live, and TODAY after being named one 
of the most Shazamed artists in the US. His 
music revolves around relationships and life 
experiences, which frequently contains sad 
undertones. However, I do find a lot of his mu-
sic to be relatable and understandable. He is 
probably my most listened to artist because his 
music is perfect for anything. Whether I am 
crying, doing homework, going for a relaxing 
drive, or cooking, he is definitely one of my 
go-to artists. Not to mention, I literally did an 
entire German project on him.
 I recently found myself at his concert 
in June, and let me tell you, it was probably 
one of the best concerts I have ever been to. 
He is such a personable musician, and he truly 
cares about his fans. At this concert, he played 
one of his (then) unreleased songs, “How Do 
I Say Goodbye.” Honestly, I was immediately 
obsessed. I was instantly ecstatic when he 
talked about the release of his new album, The 
Hardest Love. The album just recently came 
out on November 4th of this year. I swear, I 
have never listened to an album so much. I 
know every single song word-for-word by 
heart. The album definitely possesses a variety 
of emotions and thoughts, while highlighting 
Dean’s vocal capabilities. It also features his 
other musical talents, such as the piano and 
the guitar. I am still astonished by the fact that 

there is not a single song that I dislike on the 
album. I mean, we all have favorite artists who 
produce songs that we skip when they come 
on. But this album just does not have any of 
those songs.   
 My top songs of the album have 
to be “Scares Me,” “Small Disasters,” and 
“Hurtless.” The album holds a top fifty spot 
on numerous countries’ music charts while 
consistently holding the top four spot in Aus-
tralia. Even though this is my favorite album 
to listen to by any artist, my current favorite 
song by him is “Falling Up,” which is one of his 
hit singles. You may be wondering why I am so 
obsessed with him and his music. It is because 
it is so freaking good. Go listen to it, right now. 
I promise you will not regret it.

By Samantha Smith
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      I recently had the pleasure of going to the 
movies to watch The Menu. What 
better way to end Thanksgiving 
break than going to your place of 
employment for the 100th time 
that week and seeing a free mov-
ie? My mom and I got to the mov-
ie bright and early on a Monday 
morning, hoping to see a better 
Anya Taylor-Joy movie than Da-
vid O. Russell’s Amsterdam. And, 
without a doubt, it was. To quote 
IMDB, the film follows “a young 
couple [who travel] to a remote 
island to eat at an exclusive restau-
rant where the chef has prepared a 
lavish menu, with some shocking 
surprises.” The couple, Margot 
and Tyler, are played by Anya Tay-
lor-Joy and Nicholas Hoult, with 
Ralph Finneas as Chef Slowik. 
        To start, I thoroughly enjoyed 
the movie, but it’s definitely not 
for everyone. Coincidentally, the 
day after I saw The Menu, a friend directly com-
plained to me about how awful it was. So, take 
everything I say about this comedy thriller as 
subjective. I will say, though, that it complete-

By Sam Mazza ly out-passed all of my expectations. The little 
being that I totally thought it was about can-

nibalism, much like 
Timotheé Chalamet’s 
new movie Bones and 
All. There was a mo-
ment during the mov-
ie where I was 100% 
convinced that the 
rich costumers were 
going to be served a 
member of the kitchen 
staff.
     Speaking of rich 
costumers, the mov-
ie takes place on an 
isolated island where 
the characters dine at 
an extremely expen-
sive restaurant called 
Hawhorne.They have 
all either been invit-
ed to come eat at the 
restaurant, like Janet 
McTeer’s character 

Lillian, or have enough money to pay for the 
restaurant’s thousand dollar fee, like Tyler. But, 
the most important factor is that every customer 
is someone of extreme wealth. 

Tasting “The Menu”         Where the movie gets controversial is its 
message: wealth is superficial and many rich 
people aren’t exactly grateful for all of the ex-
pensive things they are able to experience. When 
only seeing the movie at face value, like many 
satires, it comes off as a classic and cliche “eat 
the rich” story. But, with it comes other themes, 
such as loss of passion (something the kitchen 
staff experience). 
  Something else that I enjoyed is the 
movie’s insufferable characters. Tyler is a ge-
neric “foodie” who is obsessed with Hawthorne 
and insists on taking photos of everything, de-
spite Chef Slowik’s demands. He is accompa-
nied by Margot, who refuses to eat and insists 
that she is “not hungry,” and three entitled tech 
bros, played by Rob Yang, Arturo Castro, and 
Mark St. Cyr, among a few others. All of these 
characters set the stage for all the bad things that 
happen to them.
 However, even though the movie has 
a deeper message that is prevalent in today’s 
society, I liked it because it’s crazy and goofy. 
Literally. Because of its satire, it never takes it-
self too seriously, even in its darkest scenes. It is 
impossible to give any example considering ev-
ery event in the movie is a walking spoiler, but 
trust me when I say I experienced every emotion 
during the showing. Especially joy, seeing the 
awful characters be made of through Chef Sil-
wok’s creative dishes and range of emotions. 
     All-in-all, The Menu was a good accompani-
ment to any holiday break. It had many laughs, 
gasps, and cover-your-eyes moments. 

A “Dive” Into a Local Restaurant
By Caitlyn Vance

        Soon after its opening, I went to the new-
est North Hills restaurant, Dive Bar & Grille. 
The new restaurant opened November 18th 
and is located on Babcock Blvd. I arrived at 
about 5:30 pm with my family and was seated 
immediately. Within the first 10 minutes of 
being seated, we ordered drinks, and the serv-
er continued to check on drink refills every 10 
minutes or so the rest of the evening.

 
            

Between my family and me, we ordered the 
shrimp tacos, “Big Kahuna Burger” (with 
fries), chicken tacos, macaroni and cheese, 
and loaded croquettes. After ordering, it took 
about 45 minutes. It was understandable that 
it was a longer wait because of the burger; 
however, we found 45 minutes to be a little 
excessive considering there really weren’t 
that many people in the restaurant. Thanks 
to my family, I was able to try all of their 
meals, so I have quite the variety of things to 
review for you. 
          When the food arrived, it was clear 
that a few items were cooked long before 
the rest and sat out for a while before being 
brought out to us. Being a somewhat picky 
eater, I was most excited for the macaroni 
and cheese. However, I was disappointed 
to see that it was cold and the cheese was 
very clumpy. As someone who doesn’t like 
seafood, my grandma’s shrimp tacos were 
going to get a bad review before I even tast-
ed, but for the sake of this article, I persisted 

and took the smallest bite imaginable. To no 
one’s surprise, I hated them. However, my 
grandma, who loves seafood, gave them a 
raving review so, take her word for it! The 
burger and fries were both excellent, cooked 
perfectly and very hot. The one comment I 
had after trying the chicken tacos was “mid,” 
which personally, speaks volumes. But for 
those actually curious, they were really cold 
and salty. They didn’t have much flavor 
other than the saltiness. On a more positive 
note, the potato croquettes were fantastic. It 
was my first time trying a croquette, but all 
in all, it was a great first try. 
         For all of this, our grand total was 
$68.50 which for what we got, wasn’t a 
terrible price at all. While I didn’t have the 
greatest experience, I think I would go back 
again given the opportunity. I had to remind 
myself that this is still a new business and I 
shouldn’t be so quick to judge. So, if you are 
looking for a new spot in the North Hills, I 
would recommend giving Dive Bar & Grille 
a try.  
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                You have all heard of the typical cook-
ie-cutter mystery movies that resemble Clue a 
little too much. Knives Out is a perfect mix of 
that cookie-cutter template with elements that 
make the movie much more than just the typical 
“Mrs. Peacock with the candlestick in the study.” 
I found myself going into the Waterfront Cine-
ma (which is a pain to get into) with the mindset 
that this movie won’t be as good as the first one. 
I was surprisingly wrong. I was also prepping 
myself with questions like: What is the Glass 
Onion? Will there be any new characters? And 
will they be interesting? This movie is about a 
group of friends going on vacation to meet their 
friend Miles on his private island in the middle 
of the pandemic. 
 This movie had a lot of references to 
what the world was like with the pandemic. In 
the first scenes, I found myself cringing at the 
attempt to relate to what life was like with the 
use of Amazon packages, relating masks to peo-
ple’s personalities, Zooms, the fantastic game of 
Quiplash, and, unfortunately, Among Us. The 
movie had effects that helped lay out the plot 

Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery 
By: Olivia Duty to where it was believable because some parts 

were so far-fetched. What also helped bring the 
story to life is that the casting was so to the t 
with the character’s personality. Watching Dave 
Bautista become this airhead twitch streamer 
was very satisfying to know that casting was 
heavily thought about. Also, Madilyn Cline 
EMBODIED her bimbo blonde era with her 
character Whiskey. And we cannot skip over 
James Bond himself, Daniel Craig. His southern 
drawl and quick wit charmed the whole theater 
into loving his character, Dr. Blanc, even more. 
But nothing can beat Chris Evans. The target 
audience of PG-13 was reached. Everyone in 
the theater was around my age or older. At 
most, 40 were there unless they were with their 
kids. As said before, the movie followed a basic 
mystery movie template, and they could’ve gone 
so many different ways with the plot, yet they 
picked the most basic layout. This basic plotline 
didn’t discourage how good the movie was. 
 If I were to rate this movie out of 10, 
I would give it a solid 7/10. It wasn’t the best 
movie but wasn’t so unbearable to watch. It 
had some big-name actors, special effects, and 

up-to-date references, which helped the film get 
past the basic plotline. The Knives Out series is 
the new era of mystery movies. 

By: Meaghan Kummer

Need a New Study Spot? Check Out Cafe Conmigo!
 As the semester starts to finish and 
the words “finals” or “midterms” scare you, 
Cafe Conmigo might be your new spot. Cafe 
Conmigo is a perfect study spot that offers 
calm, relaxation, focus, and of course, coffee. 
 Cafe Conmigo, located right across 
from Whole Foods (in Wexford), is easily the 
best spot to hang out with friends or study 
for an important upcoming test. The aesthet-
ic of the store is more than your typical stiff 
Starbucks. Cafe Conmigo has various chairs, 
including bean bags, egg chairs, and a whole 
plant section, to create a welcoming environ-
ment. It provides the perfect environment 
for students because it is not too distract-
ing-- just soft background music to focus 
on.  
 Many might wonder about the 
drive there since it is next to North Allegh-
eny Senior High, but it is easier than getting 
out of the student parking lot. It is only a 
15-minute drive from the high school to Cafe 
Conmigo (which is shorter than getting out 
of the student parking lot).

 Cafe Conmigo provides more 
variety to its menu than the typical cafe, such 
as homemade blueberry muffins. Overall, Cafe 
Conmingo is just a short drive to get quility 
food.
 Which brings me to the food! When 
I looked at the menu, I was honestly surprised 
by the variety of drinks and food they sell. 
Since it is the holiday season, which sparks 
my love for anything cookie-related, I got the 
Snickerdoodle Latte. Along with the latte, I got 
a blueberry muffin, which tasted homemade. 
There were definitely more homemade options 
than in your typical chain cafe. 

 The staff was a critical part of 
the experience, along with the welcoming 
environment. The staff truly embodies the 
welcoming scene. As soon as you step in the 
door, you get a genuine hello, even during a 
rush. The staff seemed like experts in their 
field and were able to complete your order 
promptly. The staff took pride in the cafe and 
ensured there was no dirty table. Every ten 
minutes, a worker cleaned the tables, ensuring 
the next customer had a clean place to drink 
their coffee. Many of you wonder about the 
wifi since you might have to break out the lap-
top or iPad to study. Rest assured that the wifi 
is high quality, and nothing takes a thousand 
years to load. Overall, the staff takes pride in 
all aspects of the job to ensure quality service 
to their customers. 
 So, as soon as you start to freak out 
about finding a new place, other than your 
bed to study, Cafe Conmigo is your spot! The 
relaxing culture of the plants and the soft 
music helps you focus on your work- and 
their coffee competes against Starbucks. 
Therefore, Cafe Conmigo is the best place to 
study or hang out with friends, and I highly 
reccomend.
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Top 5 albums of 2022

By Daniel Doherty
 It was hard to reduce everything I heard 
and appreciated this year down to a mere 5 albums, 
but I did my best to address what I believe are the 
absolute best albums from this year:

5. Cheat Codes by Black Thought & Danger 
Mouse: Producer Danger Mouse, known for his 
work with Gorillaz and CeeLo Green (known 
together as Gnarls Barkley) and rapper Black 
Thought of The Roots fame are very much an 
unexpected, yet fruitful duo. The beats here have 
some of the cleanest boom-bap production that I’ve 
heard all year, a style that Danger Mouse is not tra-
ditionally known for with the exception of his MF 
DOOM collabs. Black Thought rides these beats 
with skill and integrates clever rhyme schemes into 
his already intelligent lyrics. As if Black Thought 
wasn’t entertaining enough on his own, artists such 
as Raekwon, A$AP Rocky, Michael Kiwanuka and 
Conway The Machine make appearances, as well.

4. Melt My Eyez See Your Future by Denzel 
Curry: Denzel Curry’ long-awaited album Melt 
My Eyez See Your Future was released in March. 
Denzel Curry’s music has 
gotten better and better 
over the years and becomes 
more stylistically varied as 
he evolves as an artist; we 
can see that in the jazz-rap 
fusions here and there and 
the unique features. Denzel 
Curry is always skilled on 
the mic and his flows here 
are honestly some of the 
best that I’ve heard in his 
entire career. His lyrical 
content and themes are in-
trospective and reflect on 
personal growth. The beats 
used here are so conducive to the theme he is trying 
to convey; at times they are joyful or high-ener-
gy, and sometimes they are melancholy; yet they 
are all triumphant, and ultimately, the sound and 
lyrical message is incredibly rewarding to the lis-
tener. Denzel Curry is indeed a tireless and some 
might even say immortal artist because his work 
will undoubtedly continue to grow in scope and 
accomplishment.

3. Aethiopes By Billy Woods: Billy Woods rep-
resents a current in hip-hop usually characterized 
by complex bars and distinctively low-key, some-
times “drumless” beats; Aethiopes might actually 
be the most formidable example of this school yet. 
Immediately any listener will take note of the dis-
tinctive production. Aethiopes takes this sound to 
its coldest and most haunting extremes possible. 
The atmosphere provided by these beats accompa-
nies both the subject matter and his rapping style 
extraordinarily well. Aethiopes crosses the line 
between the themes usually found in hardcore hip-

hop and conscious rap, dealing with both political 
provocation and impoverished criminal lifestyles. 
He delivers his bars, often vividly descriptive and 
intellectual, through a chaotic flow that at times bor-
ders some sort of spoken word stuff or free form 
poetry. I’ll admit that I kind of slept on him before 
this and a few of the albums he made as a part of the 
duo Armand Hammer, and I’ll make sure that never 
happens again after hearing this album. He’s just so 
good that it would be a sin to not pay attention. 

2. The Forever Story by JID: JID is a thoroughly 
talented artist, and while he’s already been loved 
and appreciated by fans, I really think that he’s hav-
ing “his moment” with The Forever Story. I cannot 
overstate how much of a uniquely skilled rapper he 
is; I am impressed particularly with his flow, breath 
control, and the expressiveness in his voice. The pro-
duction is so varied and constantly pivots between 
different sounds. His topics change from more con-
scious/political raps to more traditional gangsta rap 
to more personal or introspective themes. Lastly, the 
features on here vary widely, ranging from Lil Durk 
to 21 Savage and even to Mos Def. The Forever 
Story is definitely not an album you listen to just 

once. To be fair, no album on this 
list is something you really listen 
to once, but this is one where you 
finish it and you play it again. And 
again. And again. JID is too good 
of an artist to really predict where 
he might go in the future. 

1. Mr. Morale & The Big Step-
pers by Kendrick Lamar: For 
the most part, Mr. Morale is com-
pletely unlike anything Kendrick 
had made in the past; if anything, 
it’s a lot closer to his cousin Baby 
Keem, who is also featured. The 

production is all over the place; jazz music, elec-
tronic music, and even classical music are all rep-
resented, and minimalist and maximalist sounds are 
both used with various producers on board, such as 
frequent collaborator Sounwave, Pharrell, and The 
Alchemist. He uses a few features here and there 
that spice up their respective songs, like Kodak 
Black, British singer Sampha, and Ghostface Kil-
lah. Where this album really shines, in my opinion, 
is the writing and how Kendrick deals with the al-
bum’s subject matter. I’m not sure if I’ve ever really 
seen a hip-hop album depict male vulnerability so 
eloquently. Mr. Morale & The Big Steppers is Ken-
drick’s most personal album yet, letting his deepest 
struggles out into the open. He discusses, among 
other things, seeing a therapist, various problems 
in his marriage, the mistreatment of a transgender 
relative, and the emotional scars he has from his fa-
ther’s parenting. Without a shred of doubt, this is 
my album of the year. Kendrick has proved again 
how outstanding of an artist he is, and this is a great 
addition to his catalogue. 

Name: Madalyn Plowey
Grade: 10th
Nicknames: “Mads,” “Maddy”
Interests: cheer, dance, skiing, 
golfing 
Favorite Restaurant: Hal’s
Favorite Winter Activity: going 
skiing
Ideal Holidate: looking at 
Christmas lights
Favorite Winter Movie: 
Christmas Vacation 
Top of the Wishlist: anything Pitt
Snap: madalyn1037

Santa’s
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Owner: Carson LeJeune
Ride: 2017 Honda Civic
Color: Black
Nickname: “Babes”
Max Speed: 160MPH
Special Abilities: Starts 
like a race car
Favorite Passenger: THE 
Logan Mellon
If your car were a person, 
what would she be like? 
She would be pretty chill. 
Laid-back and down to go 
anywhere. Sadly, she’s 
dead.... RIP.
Date Night: I’d take my 
date in my ride to probably 
the Melting Pot or probably 
McDonald’s. Both give off 
a date-type of vibe. Melting 
Pot obviously, but Mcdon-
ald’s gotta be up there. 

Sweet
By Nathan StengelAirheads: In this classic 

comedy, three aspiring 
musicians, played by Brendan 
Fraser, Adam Sandler and Steve 
Buscemi, are determined to 
have their band’s demo played 
on the air and end up hijacking 
a LA rock radio station.

The 400 Blows: This is a 
quintessential French new wave 
film about a Troubled french 
youth running away from his 
abusive family and school.

Blade Runner: Ridley Scott’s 
visually stunning classic about 
Harrison Ford hunting 
androids is one of the best 
science fiction movies ever 
made.

Tokyo Story: The 1953 film 
about a elderly Japanese cou-
ple leaving the countryside to 
visit their children in Tokyo is a 
tragic and beautiful film about 
family.

Tommy Boy: This is one of the 
definitive American comedy 
films about Chris Farley’s 
character inheriting a near 
bankrupt auto part factory from 
his dad after he passes away and 
trying to save the business.

By Nathan Stengel RIDE
5 Movie Recs

Name: Royce Parham
Grade: 11th
Nicknames: “Rolls-Royce” 
Interests: basketball, working out, 
making money, shoes, supporting 
his friends
Favorite Restaurant: Primanti’s
Favorite Winter Activity: going 
sledding with my friends
Ideal Holidate: go to Olive Garden, 
then have hot chocolate and watch 
Elf and only Elf
Favorite Winter Movie: Elf
Top of the Wishlist: Nike-Tech 
hoodies or a 2022 Honda Accord
Snap: roycep1300

Singles
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Holiday Movies you Love 

S a v o r i n g  t h e  S e a s o n By Samantha Smith & Ryan Preston

 It’s been a question for a while: are 
you a Dunkin or a Starbucks person? It’s the 
most wonderful time of the year, and with that 
comes holiday themed drinks. The holiday 
seasons are the most important times of the 
year for coffee chains. This leaves consum-
ers and critics asking, “Which drink is worth 
getting?” If you’re looking for answers, look 
no further- you’ve come to the right place.

Starbucks Toasted White Chocolate Mocha:
This drink is like a warm hug (if you get it 
hot, of course). The white chocolate in this 
drink simply works. However, the burnt taste 
and vibe of this drink gives us a bad vibe. So, 
for that reason, we rate this drink a solid 6/10.

Dunkin’ Toasted White Chocolate Signature 
Latte:
This drink, unlike Starbucks,’ is a more sweet 
and in your face white chocolate flavor with-
out the burnt taste. This is a great way to start 
your morning, and we rate this a solid 8/10.

Starbucks Peppermint Mocha
This drink is the face of the holiday season 
and an absolute staple. We all know the drink 
is amazing and a 9/10. With that in mind, we 
decided to try the iced version and honestly 
were pleasantly surprised. It took a classic that 
we didn’t think could get any better to a whole 
new level. 10/10 

Dunkin’ Peppermint Mocha Signature Latte:
Unlike Starbucks, Dunkin’ isn’t known for the 
best peppermint mocha, but it does do a good 
job of trying. That minty chocolate flavor is 
hard to mess up. 7/10.

Starbucks Sugar Cookie Almondmilk Latte: 
The ICED version of this drink is our absolute 
favorite of all time. Everything about this drink 
from the coffee, to the almond milk, and ESPE-
CIALLY to the SPRINKLES is flawless. 11/10 
We loved every sip of this drink, so naturally 
we wanted to try it warm. It was in no way 
comparable to the iced version. -10/10

Dunkin’ Cookie Butter Cold Brew Latte:
The one we were most excited to try at Dunkin’ 
ended up being the worst thing on this review 
list. The flavors just don’t mesh, and we tasted 
zero cookie butter flavor, except for the pieces 
of cookie on top itself. And the cold foam from 
Dunkin’ just simply isn’t as good as Starbucks.’ 

Starbucks Cranberry Bliss Bar
As soon as we saw this bar, we just knew we 
needed to have it. Judging from the photo on 
the app, we thought this bar was going to be 
hard, almost like a peppermint bark would be. 
But this bar was soft and gave the consistency 
of a Nutrigrain bar, which we didn’t particular-
ly enjoy. With that being said, the flavor was 
there, so we would get this item again. 7/10

Dunkin Cranberry Orange Muffin
An unexpected banger from Dunkin’ is this 
beautifully done muffin, surprisingly moist and 
packed with citrus flavor muffin. An excellent 
pick-me-up for a mid-day afternoon. 9/10

So, by adding up all the points, our winner of 
this Holiday Battle is Starbucks with a 36/40 
point total! Do with this what you will!

or LOATHE By: Alex Barrante & Marko Manson

#1 How the Grinch Stole Christmas:
You know the live action version with Jim 
Carrey. Many people think of this movie 
fondly, having watched it in elementa-
ry, middle school, or even at home with 
family. There’s always that one person that 
HATES this movie with a burning passion, 
though. Their complaints are usually of 
Jim Carrey’s performance or how off the 
Whoville citizens look.

#2 Die Hard:
It’s become a running joke at this point 
that this action/thriller movie is actually a 
Christmas movie. An office party is held 
hostage, and our hero must gain control of 
the building to get the workers, including 
his wife, back. The building is decorated 

for Christmas. Some people love this joke 
and some people are downright nauseous 
of it by this point.

#3 Hallmark Christmas movies: 
They all feel about the same, so we couldn’t 
just choose one. It’s always the big city 
man with his corporate job and the rural 
woman, who has high spirits. She’s full 
of life, optimistic, while he is bitter and 
cares more about his job than his family or 
anything else. Some people are sick of the 
same copied and pasted format, and some 
people eat it up.

#4 Home Alone: 
These movies we know very well. Kevin 
gets left home all alone when his family 
leaves for a trip. We all dreamed of being 

left alone when we were kids. We thought 
we’d cause chaos. Kevin does get into mis-
chief, but he also ends up having to defend 
his home from burglars. He sets up trap 
after trap- all the fun things a kid could 
think up. Some people are tired of hearing 
about this movie, and some people still like 
to think of what they would do if they were 
Kevin. 

HOLIDAY
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• Nationality Rooms at the Cathedral 
of Learning- An educational date- oh, 
what fun!

• Gingerbread house making- A 
classic.

• Pittsburgh Crèche- A common photo 
spot.

• Carnegie Museum of Art- Even 
more romantic during Christmas.

HOLIDAY
GiftHOLIDAY G U I D E

BY Samantha Smith
      The holiday shopping struggle is real, 
and trying to figure out even who to give a 
gift to is a struggle on its own. “Do I have 
to give all my friends the same thing?” “I 
don’t want to make anyone feel left out, 
but I just don’t have the means this year?” 
Well luckily for you, I am here to help.
      The first order of business is decid-
ing who to even buy for. I know for me 
especially, since gift giving is one of my 
love languages, I feel the need to get a gift 
for everyone I’ve ever talked to. But let’s 
get real here, with these gas prices and in-
flation (UGH), that lifestyle is impractical. 
So let’s skip the small talk and get right to 
business. ASK!!!  No, I am so serious. 
Ask your friends “are we doing gifts this 
year?” It makes everyone feel better and 
less awkward. We all hate those moments 
when someone has a gift for you and you 
don’t even remember their name. So, 
ask your friends (and that situationship), 
please- you’ll thank me later.

      Next order of business: what’s the 
budget and what is too much to spend on 
someone? Unfortunately, I can’t answer 
this question for you specifically, but I’ll 
walk you through my thought process. 
First thing I think about is, “Who are all 
the people that I am buying for?” Once 
I establish a list, I then decide the price 
I’ll be spending on EVERYONE. Now 
of course, take what I am saying with a 
grain of salt. If you want to get your life 
long best friend a $200 Lego set and your 
chemistry partner a Bath and Body Works 
gift set- please be my guest. The same 
price thing works best for friend groups, 
co-workers, aunts, uncles, cousins, or any-
one who you feel is as equally important 
to you as the next person.
      My final order of business is more of 
a preference because again, gift giving is 
one of my love languages. I decided on a 
broad gift idea that works for all people 
in the group (co-worker, friend group, 

Holidates:
BY Gabby Sole & Sara Topich

Your Guide to the Best Holidate Season

 As we all know, the holidays are 
coming up very quickly. It is commonly 
referred to as “cuffing season’’ because we all 
wanna be “boo’d” up for the holidays. 
 We compiled a list of fun and 
affordable holiday-themed date ideas for you 
and your date. 

• PPG Ice Skating and Market Square-     
A typical ‘Burgh holiday spot.

• Holiday Light Shows- From Kenny-
wood to Shadrack’s, there’s lots of great 
options.

• Phipps Winter Flower Show and 
Light Garden- A great light show to 
see with that special someone.

• Christmas Netflix- Pillsbury cookies 
are a staple during the holidays and 
a perfect match for a good Christmas 
movie.

• Zoo Lights Drive Through- Winter 
Wonderland at the zoo is perfect for 
you and your boo.

• Holiday Happenings at the Na-
tional Aviary- What’s cuter than two 
love birds at the Aviary? Absolutely 
nothing.

family, ect.). Last year, I got all my friends 
keychains for something they like. For 
some examples, one friend received an 
ATW ten minute version inspired key-
chain, and I got another friend a custom 
keychain of a phrase he always said. In 
addition to their keychains, I got them all 
cheap gift sets or something more specific 
pertaining to them.
      With all that being said, holiday 
gift shopping isn’t and SHOULDN’T 
be stressful. It is 101% the thought that 
counts, and the person you’re gifting to 
will be happy regardless of what you get 
them, just knowing you thought of them. 
Good luck, and happy gift giving!
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The Influence of

By: Maddie Hummel 
      Throughout your life, you will meet 
many people, but very few will stay. One 
of the most important things in life is 
having a group of friends you can count 
on. Friendship is the foundation for every 
relationship, so it’s important 
to know how to be a good 
friend and what to look for 
in others. A good friend is 
someone we enjoy spending 
time with. They’re the person 
you call in the middle of the 
night when you need some-
one to talk to or a shoulder 
to cry on. They will be there 
for you no matter what. They 
should be respectful of you 
and your opinions, even if they don’t 
agree with them. A good friend is some-
one who you can always count on. They 
are your best asset because they share 
your pain and happiness and they become 
your best support throughout your life.
      Not all friends will bring positivity 
into your life. If any of your friends are 

engaged in negative behavior, it will 
directly affect you. A friendship becomes 
toxic when someone is being emotionally 
harmed or used by another. Being in a 
toxic friendship can greatly impact your 
mental health. However, not all “tox-
ic” friendships have to come to an end. 
There are a few ways to restore a broken 
friendship. For instance, be direct and tell 

them how you feel. If they’re 
not willing to work things out 
with you, then that friendship 
is not worth fixing.
Have you ever been in a 
situation where you found 
out one of your friends were 
talking about you behind your 
back? If so, the right thing to 
do would be to confront them 
in private. If they’re not un-

derstanding and begin to argue with you, 
then they’re not a true friend, and it’s time 
to end that friendship.
     Friends play a vital role in our lives. It 
is very important to choose your friends 
wisely because they can either help you 
achieve your dreams or bring you down. 
True friendship is a  treasure.

Look for in
a Friend:

You are compatible

They want to spend time 
with you 

You feel comfortable being 
around them

They are happy for your 
success

They respect you

They are reliable 

They are jealous

They pressure you 

What to

      Having a good and healthy relation-
ship with your co-workers is great for one, 
yourself, and two, the other workers at the 
job. It creates a healthy work environment 
for the whole team, too. It makes everyone 
enjoy the job and enjoy coming to work. 
Having a good relationship with your 
boss, too, is beneficial for your future. It 
could help you get raises more often in 
the future, and they’ll pay more attention 
to you, too. Often times, we are faced 
with challenges dealing with co-workers, 
though.

By: Carson Le Jeune

      Some of our co-workers might be our 
age, but there’s a good chance co-workers 
are all ages with different personalities 
who come from different backgrounds, 
which can make getting along a challenge. 
If you feel uncomfortable around one of 
your co-workers, first you should try and 
talk to your co- worker about the issue. If 
they don’t cooperate properly, go to your 
manager and talk about the situation. If it 
seems like a big issue, the manager will 
take the issue and handle it. If the issue 
gets worse than that, I suggest you quit 
your job and find another job with a good 
environment and where you get along with 
all your co-workers.

Co-workers

Throughout the holiday season, we think about the importance of all 
the different relationships affecting our lives, from our best friends 
and peers to coaches and co-workers. Read on to learn more 
information about the relationshoips in your life.

FriendsWhat to
Avoid:

They are controlling

They are narcissistic
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      One of the most prevalent relationships in 
our lives is the one we have with our teach-
ers and peers. We spend numerous hours with 
them a week and often we see them during 
our extracurricular activities. We interact with 
them on a daily basis. Even if we don’t want to 
engage with them, we do not necessarily have 
a choice. Teacher and peer rela-
tionships are extremely important 
in our high school years.
      Every forty minutes we 
are placed with a new group of 
students. Each class exposes us 
to a new group of peers. We work 
with them in groups, ask them 
for opinions, present to them, and 
even occasionally check their 
work. Sometimes there are peers 
we are placed with that we do not 
get along with, but we have to work together. 
It is best just to persevere through the situation 
because it is not worth the bad grade. Realisti-
cally, it is just preparing us for the real world 
because there are going to be difficult co-
workers that we come across. It is understand-

able that we are not going to get along with 
everyone that we cross paths with. Keeping a 
positive attitude and mindset towards a difficult 
peer is the best way to persevere through a 
situation. Just limit your interaction with them 
to be only what is necessary for the class.
      Teachers at this point in our life can hold 
a very large impact. Our education is often 
placed into their hands. They teach us what 
we need to know to be prepared for in the 

real world. Some are 
even like second parents. 
It is inevitable that at 
some point you may get 
frustrated with a teacher. 
Maybe it’s the content 
they are teaching, their 
teaching methods, or their 
grading system. It is safe 
to say that most students 
have a love-hate relation-
ship with their teachers. 

It is easier for some students to connect with 
certain teachers than others, but having stable 
relationships with your teachers is ideal in high 
school. You want the teacher to view you in a 
positive manner so that does not influence your 
schoolwork or grades.

By: Gabby Sole

Relationships What is the most 
important relationship 

in your life?

Voices in the Hall:

“My sister. I spend the most time 
with her, and I can tell her anything 

and everything.” 
-Kate Hillegas, sophomore

“My dad because he supports me 
in everything that I do” 

- CJ Leuch, senior

“My best friend, Gia. We grew up 
together and became super close.” 

- Sammi McAtee, junior

“My brother. He’s the biggest role 
model in my life and helps me 
overcome many obstacles .” 

-Logan Berry, freshman

By: Maddie Hummel

respectfully offering your opinion, and hope-
fully they will take their athletes’ opinions 
into consideration. Good communication 
with your coach is crucial, and I cannot stress 
this enough. The coach needs to be able to 
deliver advice in a way the athlete will obtain 
it, and the athlete needs to be able to accept 
that advice, or sometimes, criticism. You 
will make mistakes, and being afraid of the 
coach’s response to them will not put you 
at your best performance. Similar to team-
mates, the coach should also be able to find 
the balance between challenge and support. 
Just like you deserve positive and uplifting 
friends, you deserve a positive and uplifting 
team. Sustaining healthy surroundings may 
include walking away from something you 
have been committed to for so many years to 
benefit yourself and well-being. Relationships 
from sports can either help you succeed or 
bring you down. When they bring you down 
and begin to affect your mental health, I 
recommend taking a good hard look to see if 
it is truly worth the struggle.

By Sara Topich
      Playing a sport means spending nearly 
everyday with your coaches and team-
mates, so it is important to develop good 
relationships with them. When it comes to 
teammates, consider yourself lucky if they 
are your best friends, but they do not nec-
essarily have to be. Moral of the story, do 
not make them your enemies because your 
connection while playing reflects your re-
lationship outside of the sport. Teammates 
that do not get along do not help the team. 
Another important aspect is finding a bal-
ance between competitiveness and support. 
While you should challenge each other to 
be your best, sports are both physically and 
mentally draining, and we all need a little 
support, as well.  
      Coaches are a little different because 
they are in a position of authority. We may 
not agree with every decision they make, 
but we still need to respect them. However, 
there is nothing wrong with kindly and 

Teachers and Peers

Coaches and Teammates
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is Boomin’

By Samantha Smith

Business

      Braden Annapolen is 
a Junior here at North 
Hills. Despite his age, 
Braden has been ex-
tremely successful in his 
creative business ven-
tures. In 2018, Braden 
began posting shoe cus-
tomizations on his Ins-
tagram. This new hobby 
struck a chord, and 
something amazing was 
born. XHINKO Customs 

(pronounced “Jinko’’) is one of the hottest brands 
in North Hills Senior High School. You can’t walk 
through the hallway between classes without 
seeing students sporting Braden’s unique street-
art style hoodies, tee shirts, beanies, stickers, and 
more. Braden says that street art has always been 
an inspiration to him. Braden says he’s fascinated 
by how artists are able to see an “empty canvas” 
where no one else does and how “it gives [build-
ings] a new purpose.” The expressive art form of 
street art is known for showcasing emotions and 
breaking borders, which is exactly what XHINKO 
represents. 
      At 13 years old, Braden tested the waters of 
the clothing industry by posting his shoe custom-
izations on his instagram. After people showed 
interest in his ideas and in his drawings, he was 
extremely successful with a beanie drop that took 
him by surprise. He fell in love with this new pas-
sion. The demand for his work increases every day 
his brand is seen in the halls. Braden makes every 
article of clothing by hand and draws custom 
artwork on the package and tags freehand. His ex-
treme attention to detail and dedication to quality 
shows how committed he is to his craft.

Joy to the Jewels
By Connor McCarthy

     I recently had the opportunity to 
sit down with North Hills freshman 
Maddie Szymanski, who has started 
her own personalized custom 
jewelry business. I first found out 
about Luna Joy Jewels when I saw 
her table at the NHIPA Craft and 
Vendor Sale. I loved her jewelry 
so much that I decided to order a 
custom piece of my own. The piece 
I ordered from her absolutely did 
not disappoint- I have been wearing 
it everyday for over a year, and it’s a 
staple in my wardrobe. 
     Aside from the jewelry making 
itself, one of most impressive things 
about Maddie and her business is 
how she got her start. During the 
COVID lockdown back in 2020, 
Maddie said she was trying new 
things out. She stumbled across 
jewelry making and realized she 
liked it. The rest is history. Maddie 
began making various necklaces, 
bracelets, rings, earrings, and vari-
ous stamped pieces. At first she was 
just making jewelry for fun and to 
keep herself busy, but then she got 
the chance to sell her work at the 
NHIPA craft and vendor sale. 
      The craft sale back in 2021 was 
what first kick-started Luna Joy 
Jewels. Luna Joy Jewels, the name 
of her business, was inspired by her 
middle name, Joy, and Luna for the 
moon. Maddie’s success at the craft 
sale is what led her to start selling 
on Instagram. @Luna_joy_jewels is 

her Instagram, and if you’re inter-
ested in seeing her work or order-
ing a piece, she encourages you to 
reach out!
     Maddie’s success and ability to 
run a business  is one of the most 
impressive things about her. She 
made $300 at this past vendor sale 
alone. “It’s half and half,” she said. 
“Half of the money goes to me, and 
the other half goes towards sup-
plies.” The ability to handle money 
and budget is arguably one of the 
hardest parts of a business, and it 
seems like Maddie has it down. 
If you’re looking for a last minute 
Christmas gift this year, be sure to 
check out Luna Joy Jewels on Insta-
gram- you will not be disappointed.

Getting GRAPHIC 

is Boomin’
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      Are you in need of a unique birthday cake 
or a sweet treat to bring to a holiday party? Well, 
I am your girl! My name is Maddy Quolke, and 
I am the owner of Maddy Cakes Bakes, my own 
small bakery business. I am a junior here at North 
Hills High School, and I have a huge passion for 
the pastry arts. This fall, I turned that passion into 
a small business when I began selling some of my 
favorite products.
      Maddy Cakes Bakes is a small business that 
sells uniquely designed sweet treats for the holiday 
season, birthdays, and even weddings. This busi-
ness starts with a single owner, myself, working in 
my kitchen, and delivering products in person. I 
believe my small business will be highly successful 
because my positive and passionate attitude will 
ultimately create an ideal work environment and 
great customer service. By starting my business, 
I am furthering my understanding of the impor-
tance of a markup, keeping track of profit, and 
inventory management. After high school, I plan 
to attend a culinary and pastry arts program, as 
well as earn a bachelor’s degree in business. This 
will help me gain the additional knowledge and skills I need to become a successful pastry chef 
and business owner. In the future, I see this business growing to be a local favorite, and I hope to 
encourage others to pursue their passions and follow their dreams! 
       I started this business by baking at least once a week for my family and friends. When I was 
constantly receiving positive feedback, I realized this could become a true career path for myself. 
The past two summers I have worked at DiAnoia’s Eatery alongside their head pastry chef. This 
job opportunity allowed me to strengthen my baking skills and dip my toes into what this field 
requires. I recently began making profit this fall by selling my signature pumpkin rolls. I sold to 
mainly family and friends, as well as local community members. I totalled around 70 sales! Addi-
tionally, for the holiday season, I will be selling cookie trays, Christmas cake rolls, and gingerbread 
cookies (but be sure to check out soon, as only limited amounts are available!). This semester, I am 
enrolled in Mr. Palono’s Business and Entrepreneurship course, where I created my own business 
plan and took my small business to the next level.
      Aside from baking, I participate in many NH clubs, such as Student Council, German Club, 
and I am an NHTV Anchor. I am a part of the Varsity Cheer Team, and I spend most of my time 
dancing at DanceExplosion Arts Center. I was recently inducted into the National Honors Society, 
and I am constantly volunteering! Baking became a great creative outlet for me especially during 
Covid, and I am so grateful for every opportunity presented to me. I am so excited to see what the 
future holds for Maddy Cakes Bakes, and I plan to work hard to make a future out of my business. 
My mission with Maddy Cakes is to inspire and encourage others to find what they are passionate 
about and realize they can turn it itself into something professional! If you would like to stay up 
to date on my latest creations or place an order follow me on Instagram- @_maddycakesbakes.

Maddy Cakes Bakes
By Maddy Quolke

     Braden’s passion can be attributed to 
his tireless imagination and his fascina-
tion for pushing the boundaries on the 
capabilities of the mind. His variety of 
designs allows the consumer to connect 
to him and see the many emotions and 
experiences that contributed to his 
work. Many of Braden’s works incor-
porate faces. The eyes, mouths, and 
humanlike features depicted in Braden’s 
work or on his clothing are a key way to 
try to understand his purpose.
      Clout in the NHHS hallways isn’t 
the only success the XHINKO name 
has found. Braden has designed Pine 
Richland Rams Volleyball merchandise 
for two years in a row. His first collab-
oration with them was June of 2021: 
a classic black and white long sleeve 
tee. His second drop, released to the 
team in 2022, was a green PR crewneck 
sweatshirt with a hyper-realistic ram on 
the back. 
      XHINKO’s latest release was a brand 
name hoodie, the “XHINKO Character 
Hoodie.” These hoodies come in black 
with white writing, as well as pink with 
black writing. The number of orders as 
well as the popularity of his brand is at 
an all-time high, and we hope there’s 
more to come. Braden is just 17 years 
old, and this is just the beginning of 
where his creativity will take him. 
visit xhinko.square.site for more!

at North Hills!
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By: Ryan Preston & Samantha Smith
part of my job is balancing healthy food 
with food that students actually will eat 
and enjoy! Another important part of 
my job is teaching students how to make 
good food choices in the future.”

Did any part of our “Lunch 
Tournament” surprise you?
“No, we definitely expect-
ed Pizza Hut to win! We 
actually know the expected 
levels on how much food 

to order based on our population partic-
ipation, so, no surprises for us.”

Is there anything you want to change 
about our menus here at North Hills? 
“I always want to offer what students 
want to see; students always come first. 
The students are basically our custom-
ers, and we need to give them what they 
want! Sadly, staffing has also been an 
issue when trying new things. It’s very 
much a challenge when you don’t have 
people to help. Free lunches during 
COVID-19 were a massive hit, and was 
the most popular lunches have been. 
Now that breakfast is free, it has also 

      You voted, and over 1,000 votes were 
counted in the Lunch Bracket on the 
Arrowhead Instagram, @nharrowhead. 
Pizza Hut pizza was voted best school 
lunch. But why is that the case?   
      We were hungry for some answers, 
so we reached out to Mrs. 
Radsvin, the Director of 
Foods Service at North 
Hills. We also touched on 
some topics we want to 
learn more about: Apple 
Pay, menu changes, more vending ma-
chines, and the cafeteria revamp were all 
a part of the discussion. 

You’re an unsung hero of the North Hills 
High School. Tell us more about yourself 
and your position.
“I am the Director of Foods Service here 
at North Hills, which means that I over-
see all food operations in the district, 
and I’m also a registered dietitian. One 
of the biggest responsibilities of my job 
is following federal and state guidelines. 
The USDA (United States Department of 
Agriculture) has very strict guidelines on 
what’s in students’ lunches. The hardest 

skyrocketed in popularity. The pandemic 
changed a lot for our lunches, but we are 
trying to build ourselves back up!”
How do you feel about students wanting 
a card reading/Apple Pay feature on our 
vending machines?
“We’re working on it! It’s coming soon!! 
We have also had requests to add more 
vending machines by the gym and pool 
area for after-school sports and activities. 
If we added these vending machines, 
they would not be accessible during 
school hours because of the type of food 
and drink that would be in them. How-
ever, because of that, we can put whatev-
er we want in those vending machines.”

Next year, we are getting all new furniture 
in our cafeteria. What’s your goal with 
this new acquisition?   
“Our goal is to give it a more college feel 
and vibe, as well as having more NH 
pride in our cafeteria. As our staff builds, 
we want to evolve to what our students 
want and need.”  

Lunch Tournament Results as seen on @    NHArrowhead

Serving Up Answers
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The Fan Favorite: Logan JOHnson

By Connor Gerst and Peyton Mccallum

   Logan Johnson is a multi-sport athlete. Since 
he’s balancing many sports seasons, 
we decided to interview him about 
his previous and upcoming seasons 
of basketball, football, and possibly 
baseball. Being a third year varsity 
football player, Logan has been 
one of North Hills’ favorites since 
freshman year. This year, Logan 
took a big leap contributing to the 
offense as a receiver and improved 
blocking. At our first win against 
Penn Hills, he might have been the 
MVP by having two crucial touch-
downs to take us to overtime. When 
injuries in the linebacker core came, he was 
able to fill the spot and contribute on defense. 
This season on the court, Johnson will be a two 
year varsity starter and really show everyone 
what he can do. Last season he got some playing 
time, as he started a couple games and had some 
impactful plays for the team. Read on to hear 
more from Logan.

Do you believe you took a big leap from year 
two of football to year three? “ I think I really 
grew this year with the teammates I had and the 
bond I had with them.”

Were you happy with the production you had 
this year? “I think I started the year off slow, but 
towards the end of the season, I started to get the 
ball more and pick up my production.”

Which player in the NFL would you 
compare yourself to? “A lot of people say I’m 
like a Pat Friermuth.”

Which senior are you gonna miss the most 
from this season? “100% Logan 
Greer- he brings energy everyday 
and is just fun to hang out with.” 

What are you looking forward to 
doing  this off-season? “Getting 
back in the gym and getting to work 
with the new freshman and my 2024 
class. We’re gonna be seniors, so it’s 
time to get to work.”

What’s your favorite thing to do 
in your free time? “I love hanging 
out with my boys, and I love golf-
ing.”

Would you say it’s hard to manage your time?
“Yeah, definitely.  Whenever I’m not doing any-
thing, I feel like I’m not working hard enough, 
but, you know, sometimes you just have to take 
a break.”

How is the basketball team looking after 
losing four starters from last year?

“ We are definitely gonna have to 
work harder than we did last year 
because of how much we lost last 
year. I feel like we have a lot of 
experience with each other, and 
we are a lot closer. I think we will 
be pretty good this year.”

Who on the team are you expect-
ing to take a big leap this year?
“ I’m expecting Peter Lucas to 
really step up this year. He is a 
senior and has been through the 
program. I expect him to take a 

leadership role and really step up.”

What are your predictions for the upcoming 
basketball season?
“I think we will have a very good record. I 
can’t really say the exact record, but I’m excit-
ed to get back to work with the guys.”

Which player in the NBA would you com-
pare yourself to?
“ I’d compare myself to Kevin Love, more of 
a pick and pop 3-ball shooter that can also go 
inside and score.”

Do you like the name “Beefcake?”
“Yeah, I do. I think it’s cool and unique.”

We heard a rumor that you’re coming back 
for baseball. Is this true?
“I’m still undecided, but I really miss it. I 
played all the way up until freshman year. I 
don’t know; it’s a big time commitment for me, 
and I have a lot of stuff I want to do this spring. 

So, I am not sure yet.”

When playing all three sports, 
did you have any free time?
Yeah, I had free time. I just felt 
like I had to focus on other sports 
that I’m better at, and that took up 
a lot of my time in the spring.”

Which sport do you enjoy the 
most?
“I would say basketball, but foot-
ball, especially after this year, has 
really grown on me. So, it’s kind 
of a toss-up now.”

Which sport do you enjoy watching the 
most?
“Definitely football- it’s way more exciting. 
The NFL and NCA are just way bigger than the 
NBA and college basketball.”

Which sport is the most expensive?
“Definitely football. There are many accesso-
ries like gloves, cleats, and tape. All I need for 
basketball are shoes, which is all I wear.”
Which sport is the hardest?
“I feel like basketball because you have to 
be skilled both defensively and offensively. 
There’s only five on the court and 11 on a 
football field. Football is more of a team sport, 
and in basketball you have to be skilled all-
around.”

What’s the most time-consuming sport?
“Football. We start in March and don’t end un-
til November. So football is like a year-round 
commitment.”

Number 88 on the field and number 35 on the 
court, but number 1 in our hearts, Logan John-
son is a player you want on your team.  Come 
support Logan and your North Hills Varsity 
Basketball Team this 2022 season! 

 Name - Logan Johnson 

Grade - 11th

Nickname- beefcake and 

LJ88

Pre game ritual- getting 

Chick-fil-A 

Hype song- “run this 

town” by Jay-Z

Hobbies - golf, fishing

Role model - “my dad”

Sports in college? 

Definitely.

Favorite sports team - 

browns, Cavs, 

Penguins 
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Grade: 11th
Sport: Swimming 
Years playing: 10
Favorite sports movie: The Sandlot
Favorite childhood sports memory: 
“First win in volleyball”
Favorite sports drink: Gatorade
Go-to song before games: 
Anything 80s rock
Sports hero: Ryan Loche
Greatest athletic accomplishment: 
“Going to Nationals for club 
volleyball.”
Pre-game ritual: “Getting hyped 
with the guys in the locker room.”

SPORTS Profile:
Dane Fazio

1. What NBA player has scored the 
most points in a single game?
A. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
B. Kobe Bryant
C. Devin Booker
D. Wilt Chamberlain

Answers- D, B, C, C 

3. What player has the highest 
career 3-pt FG percentage of all 
time? 
A. Steve Nash
B. Steph Curry
C. Steve Kerr 
D. JJ Reddick

4. What player has won the most 
NBA championships of all time?
A. Michael Jordan 
B. Lebron James 
C. Bill Russel 
D. Magic Johnson 

Welcome to Sports Roundtable, 
where we discuss hot takes in 
sports. For this issue, we’ll talk 
about the Varsity Boys Basket-
ball Team at our high school.

Mike: What do you predict the 
final regular season record for 
the team will be this year?
Jake: I think the basketball 
team will go 17-5 this year. This 
season will definitely not be the 
same as last year, but with a new 
game plan and new guys, we’ll 
definitely still be a solid team.
Carson: The team will go 19-3 
this year. With returning players like Peter Lukac who are going to be extremely domi-
nant this year, it’s hard to see what teams can stop them.
Connor: I think they will go undefeated this year. Royce will just dunk on everyone.

Carson: Will Royce Parham be 5A Player of the Year this year? 
Mike: Yes, last year I believe he was robbed of 6A Player of the Year, but now that 
we’ve moved down to 5A, he will be even more dominant.
Jake: He will definitely be 5A Player of the Year. Royce is simply too good to not get 
it, and I don’t see one player being close to stopping Royce defensively or offensively.
Connor: Absolutely. Now that the team is in 5A, it just makes the job easier.

Jake: How many points will Jayden Thomas (Glizzy Jay) average during the season?
Mike: Jayden will average 8 points per game on the season. Jayden’s a solid wing 
player that can get the hoop at will, but with other big scorers on the team, Jayden’s 
shots will be limited. 
Carson: I can see Jayden averaging upwards of 10-15 points per game this season. 
He’s an explosive guard with great athleticism, and last year he was able to improve 
himself by playing with strong players like Matt Seidl and Alex Smith.
Connor: I think he will average around 8-10 points. He’s an athletic guy and is very 
fast.

Connor: Who do you think will lead the team in points this year?
Mike: Royce, without a doubt. If they use the same plan as last year to get Royce the 
ball, he’ll have no problem averaging 20+ points per game.
Carson: Royce he showed last year how dominant he was, and he only got better from 
last year. He’s easily averaging 25 plus per game.
Jake: Stupid question, Gerst. It’s clearly Royce.

2. Who was the tallest player in 
NBA history?
A. Boban Marjanović
B. Gheorghe Muresan
C. Manute Bol
D. Yao Ming

with Mike Blass, Carson LeJeune, Connor Gerst, and Jake Pollaro
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